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Unit 1 Phonemic Inventories
HEERTH: 2 2E)
BEEN B
1. Differences of phonemic inventories between American & British English
2. The characteristic of GA and GB
3. Differences in the consonant inventories
EIEER::

Differences between British and American phonemic inventories

Unit 2 Allophonic Variation

LS T
HER

1.
2.
3.

Differences in the vowel inventories
Differences in vowel production

Different pronunciations of common words



* Words spelled with a

¢ Words with syllable-initial alveolar consonants

* Words with u spellings following alveolar consonants
* Words spelled with er

+ Words ending in —ile

* Other words

EREK:
1. Comparison between British and American phonemic inventories
2. The classification of vowels and consonants: RP — based on A.C. Gimson & GA —

based on J. C. Wells

Unit 2 Word Stress

BTS2

HFENE:

Differences of word stress between American & British English
* Verbs ending in —ate

¢ Words of French Origin

¢ Stress in three- or four-syllable words

+ Secondary stress differences in words ending in —ily

* Words ending in —ary, -ery, -ory, and —mony

¢ Words ending in —day

¢ Place names ending in —aster/-ester

* Other word stress differences

EREKR:

1. Study a series of data and work out the word stress rules of GA.

2. Supply with more examples from various sources.

Unit 3 Intonation

BRI 2
HER



1. Differences of intonation between American & British English.
2. Differences at pre-tonic segment
3. Differences at tonic segment

¢ falling tone

¢ rising tone

¢+ falling-rising tone

¢ other commonly-used tones

EREKR:

According to Cruttenden (1986: 52), GA speakers tend to perceive British speakers as
pretentious and mannered, and British speakers tend to perceive Americans as
monotonous and negative. Explain the reasons and supply the evidence with

examples.

Unit 4 English Accent Features

BN 2
HEAE:
Students are asked to listen to phrases in RP pronunciation & the same phrases in
non-RP pronunciation, and then identify the accent features. For example,
Orthographic form: It’s hot in there.
RP: Its hot In 0eo
Non-RP: Its D7 In t€d
Accent features: 1) H-Dropping
2) T-Glottaling or
T-Glottalisation
3) TH-Fronting

Accent: London

ERER:

Based on the given examples the students are asked to work out more accent features.

Unit 5 Overall Sound & Voice Quality

BEERH: 2



HFEAR:
1. Differences of overall sound and voice quality between American & British
English
. More nasal quality of GA
The use of the glottal/glottalized stop consonants in GB

2
3
4. More drawn out or “drawled” quality of GA
5. Lip posture and jaw position of GA

6

laryngeal state of both GA & GB

ERER:
1. Study a series of data and work out the rules of voice quality of GA & GB.

2. Supply with more examples from various sources.

Unit 6 World Accents Varieties

R 2 A
HEARE:
1. English as an international language
+ English is spoken as the first language
* English is spoken as a second language
+ English is spoken as a foreign language
Countries that speak American English as the first or second language
Countries that speak British English as the first or second language

Countries that speak American English & British English as a foreign language

“wok w N

Description of accent features of Australian and New Zealand: similarities and

dissimilarities

6. Accent feature identification between the countries: Canadian & South African

7. Description of accent features of India and Singapore: similarities and
dissimilarities

ERER:

1. Accent feature identification and its representative speakers

2. Similarities and dissimilarities between the accents.
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Choose from the list of items and write an essay on the differences between

American & British English.

Supply sufficient examples from varieties of sources, such as movie clips,
newspapers, magazines, conversations, famous speeches from political

leaders.

The appendix with movie clips or sound tapes as well as orthographical

transcription attached to the paper.
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